
 

 

 
NED/20/00979/FL – Ashover  
 
Speech Provided by Damian Dugdale - Applicant 
 
Change of use of stable block/tractor store and construction of glazed link with 
associated alterations to form one dwelling and double garage at The Barn, Matlock 
Road, Spitewinter, Ashover S45 0LL 

 
I’m the applicant Damian. We previously lived in the house called Myrtle Grove next to this 
site and we also owned the Peak Edge Hotel.  
 
Following the granting of Planning Permission for holiday lodges at the Peak Edge Hotel, 
myself, my wife and 2 young children were ostracised locally, so much so we decided to 
sell up and move away. First the hotel and then our home next to the hotel at Myrtle 
Grove.  
 
The buyer of Myrtle Grove did not want to purchase the barns, so the stables, workshop 
and tractor store were therefore unexpectedly redundant.  
 
I want to turn them into something of high quality and make best use of the vacant 
buildings, like I did with The Peak Edge Hotel and the renovation of Myrtle Grove.  
 
Over the past 20 years I have invested millions of pounds into North East Derbyshire and 
the local economy, using a local builder to build the hotel and employing over one hundred 
local people in the business I built up, I do genuinely care about the local area.  
 
I have employed a local planning consultant and used a local architect to design a fitting 
scheme and followed their advice on the local planning policy requirements.  
 
I commissioned a bat survey ecologist report and structural survey to ensure that all the 
technical issues had been fully addressed before making an application.  
 
I am very surprised by the recommendation of refusal, given that I have followed policy 
requirements and the council’s own consultant planning officer initially told us in an email 
that the project complies with the conversion policies.  
 
I was very willing to engage and make any amendment to the scheme should it be 
recommended by the planning officer, but we were told nothing would make the scheme 
acceptable.  
 
Following comments in the planning officers report to you, I have checked the structural 
integrity of the stables and they do not require any further structural work to convert them 
into my planned scheme.  
 
I am aware of a lot of barn conversions in the surrounding area and cannot understand 
why mine would be unacceptable having had no objections from the public or professional 
consultees.  
 



 

 

I would employ local contractors and use local materials if the scheme is approved, like the 
other high-quality developments I have been proud to complete locally.  
 
So, I am asking for your support to approve this application, to create an attractive and 
sensitive development out of this empty, redundant building. 
  


